RESOLUTION #08-02-02
Northwest Tribal Registry, Seattle Indian Health Board and 
Seattle-Puget Sound Surveillance Epidemiology and End Results (SEER)
Racial Misclassification Linkage Project 
WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian Tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is to improve the health and quality of life of its member Tribes; and 
WHEREAS, in furtherance of this goal in 1997, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) epidemiology data; and

WHEREAS, racial misclassification is a problem among public health data including SEER data; and

WHEREAS, data linkage technology has been identified as a technique appropriate for correcting racial misclassification in datasets; and
WHEREAS, the Seattle Indian Health Board Patient Registry is known to contain individuals that are not in the Northwest Tribal Registry.  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board endorses and supports an effort by staff of the EpiCenter, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to complete a linkage project using a combined data set of the Northwest Tribal Registry and Seattle Indian Health Board to link with the Seattle-Puget Sound SEER dataset and report misclassified cases to the SEER.  
